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which has been the deciding factor. The late President Kruger1,
when with a handful of his undisciplined countrymen he hurled his
ultimatum against the British Empire, said he would stagger
humanity. He meant that he would sacrifice every Boer man,
woman and child and leave not a single Boer heart to subdue, but he
would gladly let Englishmen roam about the desert soil of South Africa
dyed with the blood of the Boer martyrs. And England yielded when
she was tired of concentration camps in which Boer women and
children died like flies, and then she was choked with the bloody
feast that the Boers had provided for her. And even so has Ireland
been staggering humanity for many a long year. And England
has yielded when she is able no longer to bear the sight of blood
pouring out of thousands of Irish arteries. I know for certain that
it is not legal subtleties, discussions on academic justice or resolu-
tions of councils and assemblies that will give us what we want.
We shall have to stagger humanity even as South Africa and Ire-
land have been obliged to. Only instead of repeating South African
and Irish histories non-co-operators are learning from the living
examples of these two nations the art of spilling their own blood
without spilling that of their opponents. If they could do that, they
could attain swaraj within a few days or a few months. But if
they want slavishly to follow South Africa and Ireland, Heaven
help India. Then there is no swaraj during the present generation.
And I know that the swaraj promised by Mr. Montagu2, no mat-
ter how well-intentioned he may be, will turn out to be a delusion
and a snare. Councils are no factories for making stout hearts, And
freedom is miasma without stout hearts to defend it.
WHAT Is SWARAJ?
The Times of India questions whether I have any clear notion
of swaraj. If the writer will go through the back numbers of Young
India, he will find a complete answer to the question. But I may
mention here briefly that the least that swaraj means is a settlement
with the Government in accordance with the wishes of the chosen
representatives of the people. Therefore, the Congress representa-
tives, if they can make good their claim fty providing an inexhaus-
tible supply of prisoners, will have a determining voice in any settle-
ment that may be made. Swaraj, therefore, means the capacity
of the people of India to enforce their demands. I totally dissent
from the Viceroy's view that swaraj must come from the British
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